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A Note to Resource Users: 

Hello! Welcome to Enhanced Plurilingualism! This set of resources was designed for an enrichment option for Year 7 students in a mainstream secondary school. The aim was to tap into students’ knowledge of and experiences with heritage languages with a view to broaden mindsets about using the heritage language as an educational tool as well as a language at home or within communities outside of school. The option was chosen by students on the basis that they were going to ‘learn more about languages’. All students had highly varied competencies in their heritage languages and in English, and interaction with heritage languages differed greatly amongst the groups. The teacher spoke Spanish and English, which was beneficial in terms of discussion about multilingual realities but there is no necessity for the practitioner leading the implementation of the activities to know more than one language. The linguistic diversity is in the hands of the students and the activities are designed to draw this out. I hope the activities can be of use to students of all ages and all linguistic backgrounds! 

Please see the list of activities below and decide which activities or which order is best for your group! Please note that this booklet is designed to be used alongside the PPT, also available on the website, which contains the links and slides to aid the activities. 

List of Plurilingual Activities:
	Linguistic ‘Outlet’ 
	Description 

	Introductions in the HL 
	An opportunity to introduce themselves individually as far as they could in the HL 

	Group Discussions  
	Discussion of definitions of plurilingualism, language dominance and attitudes toward the HL  

	Short films viewings featuring HL speakers 
	An opportunity to encounter HL speakers in everyday life and to share individual reflections  

	Identification of multilingual/plurilingual selves 
	An opportunity for students to express how multilingual and plurilingual they felt by placing themselves on a scale 

	Plurilingual Poetry 
	Re-writing of poetry to include HL words and phrases 

	HL Book Design 
	An opportunity to use and develop knowledge of the HL to design children’s books in the HL 

	Class Languages Survey 
	A class survey carried out by the students to find out the nature of the languages spoken in the group, encouraging discussion and reflection 

	Plurilingual Awareness Quiz 
	A quiz on local and national plurilingual realities to explore students’ perceptions 

	Tube Tongue Mapping 
	Use of the Tube Tongues website which shows the most commonly spoken language after English for each tube station in London to generate discussion 

	Linguistic Landscape Mural 
	The joint creation of a mural that represented the local linguistic landscape of the students provided to opportunity for students to use a mix of mediums to represent their HL 

	Multilingual Word Sort 
	A word sort of five words (hello, yes, food, cat, and happiness) translated into the different languages of the group and written on individual cards for students to recognise  

	Translation Challenge 
	Students were given four texts in English increasing in difficulty and they chose which they wanted to have a go at translating in the HL  

	HL Dictionary Challenge 
	Students created a learner dictionary, writing down a HL word for each letter of the alphabet  

	Language portraits 
	Students visually mapped their languages on to the silhouette of a body to express where they felt their languages in their body 

	Written Presentations in the HL 
	Students wrote self-introductions using as much of the HL as possible 

	Spoken Presentations about the HL 
	Students designed and delivered individual PowerPoint presentations about the HL  

	Project Cover Pages 
	Students designed project cover pages for the body of work produced 

	HL Language Lessons 
	Students designed and delivered mini lessons on the numbers 1-10 in the HL 

	Language Attitude Card Sort  
	Students arranged attitudinal statements about their languages in order of importance to them in order to generate discussion 
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Angelica the Pluriligual 



 
ACTIVITY 2: Watch the clip and answer the following questions as you watch: 
1. How	does	the	presenter	describe	plurilingualism?	(4	words)	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
2. Where	was	Angelica	born?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
3. What	are	her	parents’	linguistic	backgrounds?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
4. What	is	the	language	group	that	includes	Portuguese,	Spanish	and	Italian?	
………………………………………………………………………………………………………	…………………………	
5. What	did	Angelica	call	the	orange?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
6. What	did	Angelica’s	teacher	tell	her?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
7. What	did	her	IQ	test	reveal?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
8. Why	did	Angelica	feel	trapped	at	school?		
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
9. What	did	Angelica	get	excited	about	at	school?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
10. What	helped	Angelica	to	learn	English?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
11. What	happened	to	Angelica’s	Italian	and	Spanish?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
12. Where	did	Angelica	go	to	university?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
13. Where	did	the	name	of	the	station	come	from?		
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
14. What	do	you	think	the	presenter	means	by	‘linguistically	fruitful’?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
15. Why	does	Angelica	call	herself	plurilingual?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
16. Is	Angelica’s	ability	the	same	in	all	her	languages?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
17. What	does	Angelica	see	as	a	main	benefit	of	being	plurilingual?		
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
Reflect	on	the	following:	
v Do	you	know	anyone	who	has	a	similar	story	to	Angelica?	
v Are	you	plurilingual?	
v Do	you	have	opportunities	to	be	plurilingual?	
v What	have	your	teachers	told	you	about	your	languages?	
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Language Background Questionnaire 



  
1. Age: _________Years____________Months  
2. School Year:  ☐Yr 7 ☐Yr 8 ☐Yr 9 ☐Yr 10 ☐Yr 11 
3. Sex:  ☐Male   ☐Female 
4. What is your ethnic group?  
☐White British  
☐White European  
☐Asian or Asian British  
☐Black African  
☐Black Caribbean   
☐Black British   
☐Other Ethnic Groups: Please state _______________________________________ 
☐Mixed/ multiple ethnicity: Please state____________________________________ 
 
9. What is the language (or languages) that you use most, other than English? 
 
 
10. Were you born in the UK?  
o Yes	
o 	No.	I	have	lived	here	since	the	age	of:	_________	



11.Were your parents born in the UK?  



Mother: 



o Yes	
o 	No.	They	have	lived	here	since	the	age	of:	



_________	



Father: 



o Yes	
o No.	They	have	lived	here	since	the	age	of:	



_________	



 
12. Have you ever attended a school where your other language is spoken?(Ths could be a school in a foreign 



country, or a Sunday school in the UK)   
  
 
13. Who do you live with? 
 
 
14. What are the occupations (jobs/daily activity) of the people you live with? 



 
 
14. Who speaks your other language in your household?  
  
  
Class Survey 
1. How many languages are spoken in the group? _____ 
2. How many people speak more than two languages? _____ 
3. How many people were born outside of the UK? _____ 
4. How many people have attended school in another language? _____ 
5. How many people speak their other language with siblings? __
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Multilingual Manchester 



 
1. How many languages is Manchester home to? 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2. How much of Manchester’s population speak more than one language?  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



3. Do the people in the video always speak the same language at the same time?  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



4. What languages does the woman with the sunglasses speak and read? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



5. Why does the Somalian man say that it is important to speak your language? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



6. What is the Manchester word for a roll? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



7. Which languages does the Hausa man work with? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



8. Do you know anyone who speaks the languages in the clip?  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



 
 
 
How would you introduce yourself if you were in this video? Use any languages.  
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Mapping out our plurilinguistic abilities 



 



 
STARTER: Re-visit your brainstorm of plurilingualism. Is there anything you can add?  



• How	do	you	define	Plurilingualism?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



PLURILINGUALISM QUIZ 



Write your own answer in the first column. When you hear the correct answer, write the correct 



answer in the second column. Check at the end to see how many you got right.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



  



Question 



number 
Own 



answer 
Correct 



answer 



1   



2   



3   



4   



5   



6   



7   



8   



9   



10   



11   



12   
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Translation Challenge 



 
Choose one of the following texts to translate into your language: 



(You can start from 1 and work up, or you can start on 2, 3 or 4) 



 
1. Numbers – one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten 



 
2. Introduction: – Hello my name is Maria.  I am 11 years old, I live in Hackney with my 



mother and my two brothers.  I go to Petchey Academy and my favourite subject is 
Geography.   



 
3. Story - Once upon a time, in a small village in a land not that far away, there lived a very 



sweet little girl, with her mother and father. Her grandmother lived about half an hour’s walk 
away, outside the village, in a clearing in the forest that covered the whole area. The 
grandmother was especially fond of the little girl, and she had made her a cute little red hat, 
out of velvet. The girl loved that hat so much that she wore it all hours of the day and night, 
and so people had started calling her Little Red Cap. 



 
4. Newspaper - Liverpool's Mohamed Salah is the 2018 African Football Player of the Year. 



This is the second year in a row he has won the award. Egypt player Salah, 26, beat 
Liverpool team-mate Sadio Mane of Senegal and Arsenal and Gabon striker Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang to the title. He received the award at a ceremony in Senegal on Tuesday. 
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Using our plurilinguistic abilities 



 



 
STARTER: Re-visit your brainstorm of plurilingualism. Is there anything you can add?  



• How	do	you	define	Plurilingualism?	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



Alphabet Challenge 



Can you think of any examples of a word in your language which begins with any of the letters? 
A 



 



 



B C D E 



F 



 



 



G H I J 



K 



 



 



L M N O 



P 



 



 



Q R S T 



U 



 



 



V W X Y 



Z 
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STARTER: Re-visit your brainstorm of plurilingualism. Is there anything you can add?  

•

  How	do	you	define	Plurilingualism?	

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
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Plurilingual Language Journal 



 
Complete the example page of a plurilingual language journal 



 
• You may already keep a private diary or journal to record your personal thoughts and 



observations.  
• Keeping it private means we can write freely and without embarrassment or fear of 



criticism. 
• Learning journals are used for “recording thoughts, reflections, feelings, personal opinions, 



and even hopes or fears during an educational experience.”  
• They are intended for the student to record his or her feelings and opinions, and for the 



educator to be able to see what the student is thinking and feeling.  
• Journals help us to realise how our perspectives on a topic change and develop. 



 
 



Here is a first draft. Think about this week so far and fill in as much as you can. 
 



Date: 
 
 



Mood: Weather: 



Language 
heard: 
 
 
 



Language spoken: Language 
written: 



Language read: 



Things I found easy: 
 
 



Things I found difficult: 
 



How plurilingual do I feel today?  
 
Very--------------------------------------------------------Not at 
all 



New words: 
 
 
 



Conversations about language: 
 
 
 
 



Interesting translations: 



How I mixed language in school today: 
 
 
 
 



How I mixed language at home today: 



 
  










Plurilingual Language Journal

 

 

Complete the example page of a plurilingual language journal 

 

•  You may already keep a private diary or journal to record your personal thoughts and 

observations.  

•  Keeping it private means we can write freely and without embarrassment or fear of 

criticism. 
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Date: 
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written: 
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Very--------------------------------------------------------Not  at 
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How I mixed language at home today: 
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Plurilingual language portrait (1) 



 



• Do	you	recall	what	plurilingualism	is?		
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



• Write down the languages that you speak/have contact with? (Column 1) 
• Can you call to mind the people places you associate with different languages? (Column 



2) 
• Can you call to mind the places you associate with different languages? (Column 3) 
• Think about the languages you speak. What emotions do you feel when you think about 



each one? (Column 4) 
• Try to imagine these responses as colours (Column 5) 



 



 
 	



1 



Language you 
speak or have 
contact with  



2 



People that 
language makes 
you think of 



3 



Places that 
language makes 
you think of 



4 



Emotions you 
feel when you 
think about the 
language 
 



5 



Colours that 
come to mind 
when you think 
about the 
language 



 
 
 
 
 



    



 
 
 
 
 



    



 
 
 
 
 



    



 
 
 
 
 



    











image11.emf



Plurilingual language portrait (2) 



1. Use the blank body shape to draw your linguistic repertoire.  
 
 
 
 



 
  










Plurilingual language portrait (2) 

1. Use the blank body shape to draw your linguistic repertoire.  

 

 

 

 

 

   


image12.emf



Plurilingual language portrait (3) 



2. Write a short description of your language portrait. You could add why some languages are 
in certain places, why you have used certain colours, and what you have drawn certain 
images.  
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Plurilingual language portrait (4) 



3. Re-do the language portrait as if you were 20 years older. Which aspects do you expect to 
stay the same? Which might change?  



 



	
 	










Plurilingual language portrait (4) 

3. Re-do the language portrait as if you were 20 years older. Which aspects do you expect to 

stay the same? Which might change?  
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Plurilingual presentations 



 
You are going to present your presentation and listen to your classmates’ presentations. Use the 
table below to take notes on each presentation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
Presentation 1 Name Language Country Cultural 



elements 
Linguistic 
elements 



Other 
comments 



Presentation 2  
 
 
 



     



Presentation 3  
 
 
 



     



Presentation 4  
 
 
 



     



Presentation 5  
 
 
 



     



Presentation 6  
 
 
 



     



Presentation 7  
 
 
 



     



Presentation 8  
 
 
 



     



Presentation 9  
 
 
 



     



Presentation 10  
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You are going to present your presentation and listen to your classmates’ presentations. Use the 
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Presentation 1  Name  Language  Country  Cultural 

elements 

Linguistic 

elements 

Other 

comments 

Presentation 2   

 

 

 

         

Presentation 3   

 

 

 

         

Presentation 4   

 

 

 

         

Presentation 5   

 

 

 

         

Presentation 6   

 

 

 

         

Presentation 7   

 

 

 

         

Presentation 8   

 

 

 

         

Presentation 9   

 

 

 

         

Presentation 10   
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Plurilinguistic Creativity 



	
Task	1:	Reflecting	on	your	group	activity,	annotate	the	lists	with	any	translations	you	came	up	with	or	have	
learned	from	others	in	the	group.	An	example	has	been	included	in	Spanish.	



	
	



ability	
running	
flexibility	
imprisonment	
immunity	
opportunity	
	
	
	power	
abandonment	
facility	
detention	
indulgence	
privilege	
		
	
money	
liberty	
play	
knowledge	
scope	
captivity	
		
	
frankness	
confinement	
unrestraint	
elbow	room	
own	accord	
time	
		
	
openhearted-
ness	
right	
leisure	
isolation	
own	hours	
flight	



aislamiento 



Invictus	by	William	Earnest	Henley	
	
Out	of	the	night	that	covers	me,	
Black	as	the	Pit	from	pole	to	pole,	
I	thank	whatever	gods	may	be	
For	my	unconquerable	soul.	
		
In	the	fell	clutch	of	circumstance	
I	have	not	winced	nor	cried	aloud.	
Under	the	bludgeonings	of	chance	
My	head	is	bloody,	but	unbowed.	
		
Beyond	this	place	of	wrath	and	tears	
Looms	but	the	Horror	of	the	shade,	
And	yet	the	menace	of	the	years	
Finds,	and	shall	find,	me	unafraid.	
		
It	matters	not	how	strait	the	gate,	
How	charged	with	punishments	the	scroll.	
I	am	the	master	of	my	fate:	
I	am	the	captain	of	my	soul.	










Plurilinguistic Creativity 

	

Task	1:	Reflecting	on	your	group	activity,	annotate	the	lists	with	any	translations	you	came	up	with	or	have	

learned	from	others	in	the	group.	An	example	has	been	included	in	Spanish.	

	

	

ability	

running	

flexibility	

imprisonment	

immunity	

opportunity	

	

	

	power	

abandonment	

facility	

detention	

indulgence	

privilege	

		

	

money	

liberty	

play	

knowledge	

scope	

captivity	

		

	

frankness	

confinement	

unrestraint	

elbow	room	

own	accord	

time	

		

	

openhearted-

ness	

right	

leisure	

isolation	

own	hours	

flight	

aislamiento 

Invictus	by	William	Earnest	Henley	

	

Out	of	the	night	that	covers	me,	

Black	as	the	Pit	from	pole	to	pole,	

I	thank	whatever	gods	may	be	

For	my	unconquerable	soul.	

		

In	the	fell	clutch	of	circumstance	

I	have	not	winced	nor	cried	aloud.	

Under	the	bludgeonings	of	chance	

My	head	is	bloody,	but	unbowed.	

		

Beyond	this	place	of	wrath	and	tears	

Looms	but	the	Horror	of	the	shade,	

And	yet	the	menace	of	the	years	

Finds,	and	shall	find,	me	unafraid.	

		

It	matters	not	how	strait	the	gate,	

How	charged	with	punishments	the	scroll.	

I	am	the	master	of	my	fate:	

I	am	the	captain	of	my	soul.	
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Introduction to Plurilingualism	
 



 
 
ACTIVITY 1: Create a brainstorm of all of the things that plurilingualism makes you think of. Have 



a guess at the definition.  
 
 
 (To be completed later in the lesson) Write down in your own words the definition of the following 



words:  
 
Multilingualism: 



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



	
	
Plurilingualism:	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	



	
Where do you see your daily life on these scales? Draw a mark to show how you feel: 



 
Very Multilingual |----------------------------------------------------------------------| Not Multilingual at all 
 
Very Plurilingual  |----------------------------------------------------------------------| Not Plurilingual at all 
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